
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 3                                   1                       w w w . s t e p p i n g s t o n e s c h i l d r e n s . c o m                                            

s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s  g a z e t t e  •  4 2 0  P a r k  S t •  B e l g i u m ,  W I  5 3 0 0 4  •  2 6 2 - 4 7 6 - 5 0 0 3

GAZETTE
In This Issue

Page 1
Tuition

New Vacation Day 
Procedure

Page 2
A Note from Laura
Our New Website

Page 3
Things to know when 

outside for winter

Page 4
Attendance Tracking 
and Billing Changes

NEW Vacation Day Procedure
Beginning in January, we will be implementing a Vacation Coupon system. Each family will receive coupons 

based on their allotted vacation days for the year for each child. When you want to use a vacation day you will need 

to use one coupon per day per child.  The coupon should be attached to the vacation request form and turned into 

the office. While we will be keeping track within our office, each family is responsible for their own coupons. Lost or 

stolen coupons will not be replaced and those vacation days are then lost. No vacation days will be granted without 

a coupon attached to the request. 

This new system is  a much cleaner method of  tracking the vacation days of  your child(ren). If  you have any 

questions or are confused, don't be afraid to ask and don't lose those coupons!

Tuition
We have been doing our best not to increase 

tuition rates this year at our Belgium location.  

Despite increased expenses we are able to keep our 

rates the same at this time.  It is a tight budget 

however and we really need help from all of  you.  

Many of  you are behind in your tuition payments. 

To avoid an increase later in the year please make 

your payments timely.  Also, effective January 

1, 2013 a 1.5% fee will be charged on all 

balances over 30 days.
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Website
At the start of  the new year, Stepping Stones launched our all 

new website! Here you will be provided center information, updates, 

and parent resources, including a parent forum where you are able to 

post questions and interact with other parents. We would love to 

receive your feedback on what resources you would like available on 

our website. If  you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask! 

Visit us at:

www.steppingstoneschildrens.com

NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS A NOTE FROM LAURA

“Here's to the bright New Year, and a fond farewell to the old; here's to the things that are yet to come, 
and to the memories that we hold.”   Oprah Winfrey

We hope you had a wonderful holiday season.  It's a new year and a time for new beginnings.

We will be offering some new programs in the next few months for both parents and children. Please 
watch for a calendar of programs that will be coming out as soon as the dates are all finalized.

In the next few weeks you will be noticing a few changes with the way we are doing attendance tracking, 
your billing and statements.  We have received some new computers which can better support ProCare 
so we will be using it to keep tract of attendance.  We also are working with new accountants and will 
begin offering you alternative ways to make payments in the near future. 

Another area we have really been working on over the past year and will continue to do is changes in our 
menu.  As you probably have noticed we serve fresh fruit and either fresh or frozen vegetables each day 
instead of canned or processed.  We are striving to provide the children with a diet that limits the amount 
of processed foods used.  We also are trying to incorporate some meatless meals into the menu.  The 
children are exploring the new choices and are finding they are liking them.  We are thinking of putting 
together a cookbook of some of the new recipes for you at the end of the year. If any of you are 
interested in coordinating this project please let us know.

I am very happy to be back at Stepping Stones full time and look forward to the upcoming year.  We are 
blessed to have a wonderful staff that is committed to providing quality care and education to your 
families. 

We wish you all a very blessed and happy new year. 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/here-s_to_the_bright_new_year-and_a_fond_farewell/228207.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/here-s_to_the_bright_new_year-and_a_fond_farewell/228207.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/here-s_to_the_bright_new_year-and_a_fond_farewell/228207.html
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/here-s_to_the_bright_new_year-and_a_fond_farewell/228207.html
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Winter is upon us and that 
means some crazy weather 
is here. Please send your 
child(ren) with clothing for 
outdoor play. We are 
required by the State of 
Wisconsin to go outside 
with the children everyday. 
An additional change of 
clothes is always suggested 
for when clothing becomes 
wet. Being able to explore 
their natural environment is 
the most beneficial way for 
children to learn.

Anniversaries

This month we would like to wish Ms. 

Marcia a happy anniversary for her work at 

Stepping Stones, starting with us in January 

2003. Thank you for your hard-work! We 

appreciate all that you do.

Things to know before playing outside in the winter
by Sarah W. Caron, sheknows.com

Ready to tear your kids away from the games and get them outside 
for winter activities? Here are a few things to know:

  1.Before heading outside, make sure that your kids are bundled up 
to be warm. You should bundle up too. Be sure to wear gloves, coats 
and warm socks, along with weather-appropriate footwear.
   2.Be aware of the signs of frostbite in kids. If your child complains
of aching pain or numbness, most often to their extremities (hands,
feet or ears) or their skin feels hard/waxy with a white color, come
inside immediately.
   3.Don't worry, playing outside won't make them sick. Dr. Khan says
that the idea that going outside in the cold will give you a cold is
nothing more than an old wives' tale. "Just going outside doesn't 
make people catch colds. Of course, they should be appropriately 
dressed...and if it's really cold, like we get in Chicago, staying inside 
is better," says Dr. Khan. However, Dr. Khan does say that if 
someone has been exposed to the cold virus, then being in the cold 
weather can make the cold come on faster.
   4.Stay hydrated. Just like any other time of the year, it's important
that you and your kids drink enough. "Don’t forget to bring water,
even when the weather is chilly," says Mindy Pierce, director of
programming for Sport & Health Clubs.

List of things to do:
•Build a snowman
•Bubble time - watch your bubbles turn into ice bubbles
•Shoveling help- they can also make fun patterns in the snow
•Geocaching - check out Geocaching.com for help
•Look for animal tracks
•Flashlight tag
•Sledding
•Ice skating
•Skiing/snowboarding
•Hiking
•Build a bigger snowball contest
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From the Kitchen-HOMEMADE GRANOLA BARS

Ingredients

4 ½  c. Oats

1 c. Flour

⅔ c. Butter (softened)

½ c. Honey or Maple syrup

⅓ c. Brown Sugar

1 tsp. Baking Soda

1 tsp. Vanilla

2 c. Mini Chocolate Chips

Zumba
Join us Tuesday evenings from 6:00 until 7:00 

to fulfill your New Year's resolution to stay fit and 

get healthy. If  you are interested in joining the 

totally addictive Latin aerobic dance craze that's 

suitable for all ages and fitness levels, contact 

Becky Navarro at rnspired@wi.rr.com or 

920-994-4596. 

Additional fitness classes coming soon!

Preheat oven to 325 degrees

Mix all ingredients together, adding the chocolate chips once all mixed. 

Lightly press mixture into a 9x 13 baking pan.

Bake 18-22 minutes until bars are golden brown

Take out and Let set for 10 minutes

Enjoy!

Do your children have favorite recipes you make at home? 

We would love to try them at our center! Feel free to submit 

any favorite recipes to the office.

Connect with us!
 Visit us online:

www.steppingstoneschildrens.com

 Like us on facebook:

Attendance Tracking and Billing Changes
We have now received some new 

computers that can better support ProCare 

and other software. ProCare is a version of  

management software for child care centers 

that allows us to track attendance and 

accounts. We will be starting to use ProCare 

for all family accounting. on January 2. Any 

previous balances will be carried over as a balance 

forward.The only visible change will be a difference in 

the way statements and reports are generated. In 

addition to the family accounting, we will 

also be working towards the use of  an 

electronic attendance tracker where children 

will be signed in and out by parents 

electronically. As soon as everything is 

working and functioning properly, we will 

integrate it into use.


